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Chapter 3:
Canada and W.W.I

(pgs.63 – 102)
Causes of W.W.I:

1. Alliances:

· Two ALLIANCES – formed when countries come together against a common foe.

· The TRIPLE ENTENTE: Britain, France and Russia.

· Also known as “the ALLIES”.

· The TRIPLE ALLIANCE: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy.

· Also known as “the CENTRAL POWERS”.

· Look at map on page 64.

· When the war started Italy left and joined the Triple Entente.

Why would this system of alliances cause problems in Europe before W.W.I?

2. Nationalism:

· Is a feeling of deep loyalty to one’s people and homeland.

· In the 1900’s, Nationalism was running rampant throughout Europe.

· Germany – 200 small states (18th century)

· Extreme Nationalism was a major problem.

· Serbia is an example: (fig. 3.1.b on page 65)
· Serbians and Bosnians wanted to break away from Austrian control - The BLACK HAND was formed.

3. Imperialism:

· Discussed in Chapter 2.

· “Race for Colonies” – Africa, Asia, and North America.

What is the problem with this view?

4. Militarism:

· Also known as the ARMS RACE.

· Belief in the power of strong armies and navies to decide issues.

· Who would be stronger?  (bigger = stronger)

· Britain feared Germany getting stronger.

· Steel production

· DREADNOUGHTS, Navy (NAVAL RACE)

Powder Keg:
Assassination and War:

· “The Balkan region was like a Powder Keg ready to explode.”

· The incident that set off the explosion occurred on June 28, 1914 when the heir to the Austrian throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife was assassinated in Sarajevo by a Serbian terrorist group known as the “Black Hand.” (Gavrilo Princip)

· Almost immediately Austria blamed the Serbian government for the attack.

· July 23rd, Austria issues a 48 hour ULTIMATUM to Serbia.

· This sets off immediate chain reaction among the alliance powers.

· Russia demands that Austria guarantee Serbian independence.

· France backed Russia (mutual defense commitment)

· Serbia accepts ALL but 2 of Austria’s demands.

· The 2 rejected items would have required total submission to Austrian authority.

· Serbia mobilizes troops along the Austrian border as a precaution against invasion.

· Events quickly escalate out of control:
· July 28th, Austria declares war on Serbia.

· July 29th, Russia responds with declaration of war on Austria.

· Within days, most of Europe is at war.

Strategies of War:

· At the outset of the war in August 1914, all participants anticipated a short, quick war.

· “The boys will be home for Christmas.”

· German plan for a rapid victory revolved around a successful implementation of the SCHLIEFFEN PLAN. (fig.3.1.e page 66)

· This was a scheme which if successful would allow Germany to avoid having to fight on both Western and Eastern fronts at the same time.

· The PLAN called for a massive (55 Division) invasion of Northern and Western France through neutral Belgium.

· The goal of this maneuver was to cut off the French army and frontier defences thus ensuring a German victory.

· After the defeat of French forces German army would be shipped to the Eastern front where a poorly equipped and ill trained Russian army could be defeated easily and quickly.

· THE SCHLIEFFEN PLAN FAILED.
· Germany’s inability to execute a quick victory on the Western Front led to a seesaw struggle along the battle lines in France.

· Both sides quickly settled into a war of ATTRITION.  “TRENCH  WARFARE”

Trench Warfare:

· Digging in rows of deep trenches protected by machine guns and barbed wire.

· Stretched for miles across Western Europe.

· From the English Channel to the border of Switzerland.

· In between these trenches was land known as “No Man’s Land.”

· Strip of land with buried land mines and covered with barb wire, and dead bodies.

· Look at diagram on page 73.

Life in the Trenches:

· Terrible. - Had to sleep standing up.

· Wet, damp – water up o their knees.

· Constantly cold, wet and dirty – lots of illnesses and disease.

· Trench foot and mouth.

· Lice

· Shellshock

· Little food - Hard Tack and Bulley Beef.

· Always tense, “waiting”

· Caused a stalemate on the Western Front. – “lines” did not move much.
Technology and W.W.I:

· War was transformed from glorious and gallant to brutal and horrific.

· 20th century warfare.

· New technology introduced:

· Chemical warfare (poison gas) – Gas Masks

· Dreadnoughts

· Submarines

· Motorized transport

· Tanks – introduced by British during the Battle of the Somme.

· Aircraft – used for reconnaissance, bombing and ground attack.

· Powerful, long range artillery (howitzers and mortar shells)

· Land mines

· Rapid fire, magazine fed rifles.

· Made obsolete:  cavalry in battle, fortress and bayonets.

Canada Preparing for War:

· When Britain declared war on Germany on Aug. 4, 1914, all the British Empire got involved.

· Canada’s Governor General declared war on Germany on Aug. 5, 1914.

· What is Canada’s army like at this time?  Why was one created in the first place?
· SAM HUGHES, Minister of the Militia was given the order to create and train an army for overseas.

· His 1st plan was to ask for VOLUNTEERS.

· He hoped to get about 25,000, he got 32,000 men.

· Read the article about him on page 70.

· Show overhead of Total Enlistment across Canada.

· After 1917 – CONSCRIPTS.

· The men were taken to VALCARTIER, north of Quebec City to train.

· This was basically a large field.  In 20 days, they turned it into a training facility.

· The army was to become known as the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF’S).

· Left for Britain, early in October 1914.

· Also sent 100 or so nurses.

The Newfoundland Regiment:
· Remember at the outbreak of W.W.I, Newfoundland was not a part of Canada.  Still a part of the British Empire.

· Some Newfoundlanders did join the C.E.F.
· Approximately 2,000 members at the beginning. (6,241 by the end)

· Involved in 16 major battles from 1915-1918

Canadians Fighting in Europe:

· Most of the C.E.F fought on the Western Front.

· Part of the British Forces.

· As they proved themselves in battle they became known as “Shock Troops” – most difficult assignments.

· First group of 20 000 went to the front in mid April 1915.

· Eventually joined by 400 000 others.

Major Battles of W.W.I Involving Canadians:

1. Ypres: (pg. 77)

Where: Ypres, Flanders in Belgium. 

When: April 22, 1915.

Why: Canadian troops asked to hold 3.5 km line from heavy 
 

 German attack.  The Germans were trying to reach the 


 English Channel.

Result:

· This battle is famous, the 1st time poison gas used.

· It was CHLORINE GAS – it burned the eyes, throat, and destroyed the lungs.

· People choked, gagged and died.

· More than 6 000 Canadians lost their lives until reinforcements arrived.

2. The Somme: (pg.78)

Where:  France.

When: July 1, 1916.

Result:

· Worst battle for Canadians in all W.W.I.

· Battle went on for about 141 days (5 months).

· Casualties reached about 1.25 million (24, 000 were Canadian). – one day, 57 470.

· Advanced no more than 11km.

· Tanks used for the 1st time. – often very huge and got stuck in the mud.

· Famous to Newfoundland and Labrador, why?

· Known as Beaumont Hamel.

· 90% of the Newfoundland Regiment was killed or wounded.

· Single greatest disaster in history of Newfoundland.
· The reason why July 1st a holiday in Newfoundland and Labrador.

3. Vimy Ridge: (page 78-79)

When: April 9, 1917

Where: France

Result:

· Canada’s most celebrated battle.

· Germans on top of this “hill.”

· Controlled all the surrounding areas.

· British and French troops tried many times to take this “hill.”

· 100 000 Canadians launched attack and forced their way uphill and captured the ridge.  (within a couple of hours)

· On this day, more ground, guns, and German prisoners were taken than the 1st 2.5 years of war.

· 4 Canadians received the Victoria Cross – most prestigious award given by Britain to its heroes.

· Some historians say this is the battle that made Canada a NATION.  Why?

· Look at map on page 79.

4. Passchendale: (pg. 79)

Where:  Belgium

When: Fall of 1917.

Result:

· A bitter disaster for Canadians.

· The area was once beneath the sea, thus the land became waterlogged, very difficult to advance.

· 1000’s of soldiers slipped in the mud, and were “sucked in” and drowned.

· Almost 16 000 Canadians died.

· Only gained about 7 km of land which the Germans quickly gained back.

· This is the battle that earned the Newfoundland Regiment the title Royal.

Canada’s Hundred Days:

· August 4 – November 11, 1918.

· Still fighting in France and Belgium.

· The C.E.F lose about 46 000 soldiers.

· What is an ARMISTICE?

· In total 619 636 served and about 66 655 lost their lives.

Fighting the war at Home:

A. War Measures Act:

· Controlled many areas of Canadian Life.

· People suspected of being enemies of the state (enemy ALIENS) could be arrested and detained without the usual protection of the law.

· Imposed PROHIBITION nationwide.

· Dictated to farmers and factory owners what to produce for the war effort.

B. Financing for the War:
· Canadians bought VICTORY BONDS: A way in which citizens could lend money to the Government for the war effort, after the war they could be cashed for a profit.

· Private and commercial investors loaned the Government over 1 Billion dollars.

· Children bought THRIFT STAMPS – $4 worth of stamps could be cased in for $5 in 1924.

· The Canadian Government introduced INCOME TAX to finance the war.

C. Feeding the Troops:
· Increased food production.

· Government turned to teenagers (soldiers on the soil) and women to bring in the harvest.

· Wheat and beef production increased.

· People conserved more food.
· Danger was that warfare production could exhaust the land.

D. Arming the Troops:
· Canadian metals were in great demand (copper, lead, zinc and nickel)

· Developed heavy industry to turn out finished products.

· IMPERIAL MUNITIONS BOARD (created to meet the demands of shells for the war).

· By the end of the war, Canadian factories were supplying 35% of the ammo to Canada and Britain.

· Canada also produced cargo-ships, anti-submarine ships and launches aircraft and explosives.

· US entry into the war also opened up new markets.

Enemies at Home:

· Immigration dropped drastically during W.W.I.

· Enemy aliens (immigrants) became targets of anti-enemy resentment.

Government Response:

· Forbidden to own weapons or explosives.

· Register with the police.

· Outlawed publication of immigrant newspapers in languages of enemy aliens.

· After 1902, lost the right to vote.

· 8,500 aliens were interned to camps.

· Those at the camps were required to work on cutting down trees, building roads and bridges.

Social Response:

· Thrown out of work.

· Shunned by neighbours because of ethnicity.

· Town of Berlin changed its name to Kitchener as a sign of patriotism and to distance itself from the enemy.

French-English Relations:  The Conscription Crisis of 1917:

· Many French Canadians, including farmers, unionists, PACIFICSTS, and religious groups were opposed to participation in the war.

· Volunteers were drying up and the casualties were mounting.

· PM Borden and the Conservatives used conscription – forced enlistment.

· Passed the MILITARY SERVICE ACT (which conscripted single men between the ages of 20 -35).

· Farmers and labourers protested because they were struggling to bring in crops for the war effort and produce weapons for the war.

· Conscription in Quebec caused increased tension between English and French Canada.

· The introduction of conscription divided the country as many English Canadians felt French Canadians weren’t doing their share.

· The election of 1917, demonstrated this division.

· Borden and the Conservatives were joined by Liberals (who had deserted Laurier because he did not support conscription) and formed the UNION GOVENRMENT.

· The Union Government won a majority but only had 3 seats in Quebec.

· The split in Canada that Laurier had feared so long occurred.

· There were riots in Montreal and Quebec City, 4 were killed and many injured.

· Troops were eventually sent into restore order.
Women and W.W.I:

· Hundreds of women volunteered to work overseas as nurses, ambulance drivers.

· Thousands went to work in the factories.

· Women drove busses and streetcars, others worked in banks, on police forces and in civil service jobs.

· Many women worked farms alone.

· Women volunteered to raise funds and fund parcels for soldiers.

· Most of these activities were forbidden to women prior to the war.
Women Gain New Rights:

· Since women were contributing so much to the war effort, they wanted a share in making decisions. (Suffragists)

· W.W.I indeed helped women in their effort to obtain new rights.

· While working and volunteering during the war they began to share ideas and discuss political equality with men, and push for equal opportunities in careers such as medicine and law, and for the right to own property.

· Suffragists worked hard for the right to vote.

· The 1st breakthrough in 1916, in Manitoba, women were given the right to vote.

· Within s few months Saskatchewan, Alberta, B.C. and Ontario also granted women suffrage.

· The main goal to vote in federal elections had not yet been won.

· However, in the 1917 federal election the mothers, sisters and wives of soldiers in the armed services were granted the vote.  WHY???
· Nurses in the armed services could also vote.

· By the end of the war, most women over the age of 21 could vote.

· By 1920, women could run for election in Parliament. (Native Men/Women could not)

WORLD WAR I ENDED NOV. 11th, 1918.
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